
Dear Friends and Family,                                                                                                                                                                         May 2018

I walked into an immigration office recently for what I thought would be a simple procedure of extending our stay here on a 
passport. However, I am reminded constantly that nothing here is simple or easy. The immigration officer told me that they 
could not extend our stay. We had to leave and could not come back until we had the work permit in hand. We had several 
questions he could not answer. So, I had some important people make some phone calls for me to the heads of immigration. 
They told me that we had to fly to the states for a few days, but then could return again on a passport. So, we booked some 
flights, packed up a few suitcases, and returned home for a few days while some paperwork was being sorted out. On our return
to Turks and Caicos, they told us that we could only be here a month instead of the normal ninety days. We are currently having 
a lawyer request another month's extension for our stay. If we can't get this extension, we will have to fly back to the states 
soon and re-enter Turks and Caicos with a passport again. Flights and transportation costs do add up very quickly. Please pray 
that we can submit our work permit application soon.

My wife was teaching Sunday School, and she asked the children if they knew what it meant to be saved. One of the girls replied,
“I've been saved! During the hurricane this last fall, the wind blew the roof of our house off! So we ran to the gas station. God 
saved us from the storm!” My wife was then able to explain that God can save us not only from the storm but also from hell. 
Two little girls trusted Christ as their Saviour that morning. Often, when we are sharing the Gospel with people, they are quick to
tell us that they have been saved. But we find it is important to also ask them what that means. We will often hear that they 
were saved from a storm, or they got saved when they were baptized. Some replies are even down-right confusing. They may 
reply with a clear salvation testimony. However, if that same person is asked the following day, they would reply that works will 
get them to heaven. We continue to share the simple Gospel with people here, yet their eyes have been darkened by the god of 
this world. Please pray that their understanding would be opened and that they would receive Christ as their Saviour.  

We have a well!! It has been a blessing these last few weeks. The well water tastes terrible. We can use it for everything but 
drinking. For drinking water, we use our cistern. It collects any rain water that falls on the roof of the house, goes through the 
gutters, and then collects in a concrete holding tank. That needs to be purified as well, and has a slight taste to it, but it tastes a 
lot better than the well. Thank you to those who prayed and helped with that financially.

We are excited to be starting a Friday night youth group. Various denominations of churches and even the public school host 
special events on Friday nights. Unfortunately, many of the young people on the island attend these meetings. They are not only
having fun playing games, but they are also being taught worldliness and a false gospel. In addition, I have also begun discipling a
teenage boy. We are also looking to begin one-on-one discipleship classes with others in the coming weeks. Please pray that 
Christians would grow, and that people would get saved as a result.

Thank you for your faithful prayers and support.

In Christ,
Paul Valles
Your missionary to the Turks and Caicos Islands                                              


